for certain at the time whether London was receiving my
talks. In order to find out if they were using anything I
had sent, I had to listen to the nine o'clock news, which got
through to Finland fairly well at n o'clock.
After the Petsamo trip, which I took a day or two to
recover fronis we arranged what turned out to be the best
long trip I made in Finland. It began with Walter Kerr
of the New York Herald Tribune* a Dane named Ebbe
Munck and myself Then Virginia Cowles of the Sunday
Times and Harold Denny of the New York Times turned up
and joined us* and later we were joined by Desmond Tighe
of Reuters* We had the best Press officer in Finland with
us* His name was Hugo Makinen, and he was one of the
very few who understood what newspaper correspondents
wanted.
We left Rovaniemi by train in the early hours of the
morning, and Desmond Tighe joined us at Keniis where
I had seen the Swedish Volunteers a few days before. We
were making for Kajaani, the headquarters of the North
Central front command. We missed our connection by
a few minutes at Oulu, and after a lot of trouble managed
to hire two cars*
It was a long drive to Kajaani, and as usual we spent a
good deal of the time in the ditch. Those Finnish ditches
are very deep, no doubt in order to drain away the melted
snow in the spring; and in winter they are a menace. They
are full of snow and it is very hard to see where the road
ends and the ditch begins, particularly at night. Sooner
or later you are bound to go into them. Every car carries
a shovel to dig away the snow when this happens, and we
cut branches off the fir trees to stick under the wheels to
give them some sort of grip. But getting clear was some-
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